1919                        CHAPTER XXIV
PEACE-MAKING AT PARIS
IN October, 1918, when they were evidently facing defeat, the Germans intimated that they "were ready for an armistice on the understanding that President Wilson's "Fourteen Points "l should be the basis of die Peace settlement. These " Fourteen Points" had been formulated by the American President in a speech to Congress on January 8, 1918, but they had not been endorsed by the Allies, some of whom, and especially Great Britain, objected to the " absolute freedom of navigation alike in peace and in war," which figured among the fourteen. The Allies were persuaded, however, to accept them as the " basis " of the coming peace subject to reservations on this point, and upon the right of the victors to exact reparations from die defeated; and when the Germans surrendered on November n they claimed to have done so on in. assurance that the Peace terms would be in accordance
ith President Wilson's principles.
~"us was the beginning of misunderstanding.   The language
ch the points were formulated was by no means precise,
~ "ndiluted nationalism of certain of the " points"
L difficulty be squared with the internationalism of
tne others, or with the merciful treatment of the enemy which
* The Fourteen Points covered the evacuation of all Allied territory, the restoration of Alsace-Lorraine to France; a "readjustment" of Italian frontiers; "autonomous development" for the peoples of Austria-Hungary, and for the non-Turkish nationalities under Turkish rule; the establishment of an independent Polish State; and an " impartial adjustment of all Colonial claims'" in which the interests of the populations concerned were to have equal weight with those of the Grovernments claiming sovereignty over them. In addition they stipulated for " open covenants of peace " and the abolition of c< private international understandings of any kind "; " absolute freedom of navigation alike in peace and in war> except as the seas may be closed in whole or in part by international action for the enforcement of international covenants"; the "removal, so far as possible, of all economic barriers and the establishment of equality of trade conditions " among the nations accepting and guaranteeing the peace; the reduction of armaments to "the lowest point consistent with domestic safety"; and the establishment of a League at JNations.
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